CASE DEFINITION
Clinical conditions generally exist within a contin uous spectrum extending from a disease-free to a totally morbid state. But for the purposes of counting, we need to categorise people as diseased or not diseased using a cut-off within that spectrum which must be applied consistently throughout the survey.
Ophthalmology presents some special problems, 
SAMPLING CONSIDERATIONS
The target population must be precisely defined by factors such as age, sex and ethnic group. Other considerations such as ecology and disease status (for example a survey of diabetics) may also apply. Then a sampling frame is needed (a list of everyone in the target population which can be randomly sampled).
The availability of such a frame is highly variable. In 
RESPONSEINON-RESPONSE
The most important bias in any survey arises from 
